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NATIONAL CATHOLIC WELFARE CONFERENCE 


“Over a manifold activity of the laity, carried on in various localities according 
to the needs of the times, is placed the National Catholic Welfare Conference, an 
organization which supplies a ready and well-adapted instrument for your episcopal 
ministry.”-—-Pope Pius XII 

The National Catholic Welfare Conference was organized in September, 1919. 

The N.C. W. CO is & common agency acting under the authority of the bishops to 
promote the welfare of the Catholics of the country. 

It has for its incorporated purposes “unifying, coordinating and organizing the 
Catholic people of the United States in works of education, social welfare, immigrant 
ald and other activities.” 

The Conference is conducted by an administrative board composed of ten arch- 
bishops and bishops aided by seven assistant bishops 

Each department of the N. ©. W. O. is administered by an episcopal chairman 

Through the general secretary, chief executive officer of the Conference, the re- 
ports of the departments and information on the general work of the headquarters 
staff are sent regularly to the members of the administrative board. 

The administrative bishops of the Conference report annually upon thelr work 
to the Holy See 

Annualiy at the general meeting of the bishops, detailed reports are submitted by 
the administrative bishops of the Conference and authorization secured for the work 
of the coming year 

No Official action is taken by any N. C. W. C. department without authorization 
of tts episcopal chairman 

No official action is taken in the pame of the whole Conference without authoriza 
tion and approval of the administrative board. 

It is not the policy of the N. ©. W. O. to create new organizations. 

It helps, unifies, and leaves to their own flelds those that already exist. 

It alms to defend and advance the welfare both of the Catholic Church and of 
our beloved Country 

It seeks to inform the life of America of right fundamental principles of religion 
and morality 

It is a central clearing house of information regarding activities of Catholic men 
and ‘women 

Cc. W. OC. is comprised of the following departments and bureaus: 

Executive-—-Bureaus maintained: Immigration, National Center Confraternity 0j 
Christian Doctrine, Information, Publications, Business and Auditing, and CartH- 
OLIC ACTION, monthly publication, N. C. W. © 

Youtu-—Facilitates exchange of information regarding the philosophy, organization 
and program—content of Catholic youth organizations; promotes the National 
Catholic Youth Council, the federating agency for all existing, approved Catholic 
youth groups, contacts and evaluates national governmental and non-govern- 
mental youth organizations and youth servicing organizations. 

EovucaTION—-Divisions: Statistics and Information, Teacher Placement, 
Catholic Education, Library Service, and Inter-American Collaboration. 

Paess—Serves the Catholic press in the United States and abroad with regular news, 
features, editorial and pictorial services 

Soctat AcTIon--Covers the flelds of Industrial Relations, International Affairs, Civic 
Education, Social Welfare, Family Life, and Rural Life. 

Leca.—Serves as a clearing house of information on federal, state and local legislation 

Lay ORGANIZATIONS—Inocludes the National Council of Catholic Men and the National 
Council of Catholic Women, which maintain at N. C. W, ©. headquarters perma- 
nent representations in the interests of the Catholic laity. These councils function 
through some 8,000 affiliated socteties—national, state, diocesan, district, local and 
parish; also through units of the councils in many of the dioceses 
The N. C. C. M. maintains at its national headquarters a Catholic Evidence 
Bureau, sponsors three weekly nationwide radio programs—the Catholic Hour 
over the National Broadcasting Company’s Network, and the Hour of Faith over 
the American Broadcasting Company's Network, and the Catholic program iu 
the “Faith in Our Time” series on the Mutual Broadcasting System—and con- 
ducts a Catholic Radio Bureau, 

The N. O. O. W. through its National Committee System maintains an adult 

education service, transmitting to its affillates information and suggestions in all 

fields covered by the N. OC. W. C., and conducting Institutes and Regional Con- 

ferences for leadership training; it cooperates with War Relief Services-N. ©. W. C 

in a continuing clothing project for children; from 1921 to 1947 {!t sponsored the 

National Catholic School of Social Service. 

OaTHOLIC ACTION StTupr--Devoted to research and reports as to pronouncements, 
methods, programs and achievements in the work of Catholic Action at home and 
abroad. 

All that are helped may play thelr part in promoting the good work and in main- 
taining the common ayvency, the National Catholic Welfare Conference 

CATHOLIO ACTION records monthly the work of the Conference and its affill- 
ated organizations. It presents our common needs and opportunities. Ita special 
articles are helpfui to every Catholic organization and individual 
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Our Common Catholic Interests 


HE Institute on Social Order, 3115 S. Grand 
Boulevard, St. Louis, Mo., has announced the 
publication beginning January, 1951 of a new 
monthly magazine devoted to the discussion of Ameri- 
can social problems, to be called ‘‘Social Action.” The 
magazine has been published for sev- 
eral years for restricted circulation 
among Jesuits of the United States 
and other parts of the world, and is 
edited by Rev. Francis J. Corley, S.J., who has held 
that position since 1945. Father Corley will con- 
tinue as editor. Associated with the magazine will 
be a group of Jesuit social scientists, all members 
of the Institute of Social Order. These scholars have 
completed studies in the social sciences and are 
carrying on research in their chosen fields. Articles 
on a wide range of social questions that concern the 
United States will be presented with special attention 
to problems in industrial relations, vocational order, 
the family, interracial justice, rural life, and to the 
application of Catholic social principles to the Ameri 
can scene. International problems will have a place 
Its purpose is to evoke thoughtful consideration and 
discussion of social problems that confront the people 
of the United States, rather than to propose ready, 
worked-out solutions. The 
scholarly, but popular 


Social Order—- 
New Magazine 


presentation will be 


OVEMBER 5-11 has been set aside, as in former 
years, for a study of America education, and 
the Education Department, N.C.W.C., has 

advocated participation of the Catholic schools of 
the nation therein. To aid them the Department has 
prepared and circulated a very splendid 
folder of suggestions entitled “Duties of 
Christian Citizenship.” Day by day the 
following topics are treated: Duty to 
God, Duty to Self, Duty to Family, Duty to Neighbor, 
Duty to State, Duty to the World Community, Duty 
to the Gifts of Nature. 

A note “To the Teacher” brings out the value of 
celebrating American Education Week in each school 


Christian 
Citizenship 
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and a list of ten Suggested Activities completes the 


folder. 

The day-by-day program shows the inter-relation- 
ship of loyalty to God and loyalty to the State, of 
fidelity to family duties and the discharge of duties 
as a ‘world citizen,” of respect for oneself and the 
conservation of natural resources. 

The development of a sense of duty in the future 
citizens of our nation is one of the school’s major 
responsibilities. The citizens of tomorrow will be 
asked to make decisions which will have world-wide 
implications. If these decisions are to be made wisely 
and above all, in accord with Christian principles, 
Catholic schools must spare no effort to develop in 
their pupils the basic Christian attitudes upon which 
Christian citizenship is built 


NDER the sponsorship of the Department of 
Superintendents of the National Catholic Edu- 


cational Association, an 85-page pictorial re- 
view of Catholic Education in the United States from 
the first grade to the college and seminary has been 
prepared. It is entitled ‘“These 
Young Lives’ and shows the aims 

of and accomplishments of Catholic 
Catholic Education 


Pictorial Review 


schools. 

Main divijions of elementary, 
high school, and college are presented through indi 
vidual student activity therein. Other sections cover 
institutions for the handicapped, adult education 
training for the priesthood, the role of the diocesan 
superintendent of schools, and the contributions of 
religious communities. National activity, through the 
National Catholic Educational Association and the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, are included 

The book was originally intended for distribution 
only to governors of states, chief state school officers, 
mayors, bankers, editors and newspaper columnists in 
order that these might know more of our school sys- 
tem, and as a report to the International Congress of 
Religious Instruction in Rome. Interest on the part 
of Catholics has made it available to them also. 
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The Evening of Life— 
Its Temporal Problems: Part II 


pes INTEREST and real concern of the Church 
in the Aging is attested by the history of their 
care in the United States. It was a natural ex- 
pression of the Christian sense of duty to the helpless 
regardless of their age, and an outgrowth of religious 
faith. It was to protect the faith of our Catholic 
aged, as well as to extend Christian kindness, that the 
Catholic program for sheltered care of the aged came 
into being. In the days of the almshouses, Catholics 
were forced to live in circumstances that the Church 
considered injurious to their eternal salvation. Too 
many Catholics were left without the natural consola- 
tion of being with their own cultural group, and the 
In the 
early days, where any religious faith was practiced in 
almshouses, it was Protestant. There were a few 
attempts made at what is called a “non-sectarian” 
service, but this was an attempt to satisfy all, without 
conceding anything to any religious group. Obviously 
it did not satisfy Catholics. Another reason for the 
building of Catholic homes for the Aged was the 
social stigma associated with being sent to an alms- 
house. It was humiliating personally, and a reflection 
on one’s family, an admission of complete, utter 
destitution. People were willing to beg or starve 
rather than conclude their days in a Poor House. 


supernatural consolation of the sacraments. 


The oldest Catholic institution for the Aged was 
opened by the Sisters of the Holy Family at New 
Orleans in 1842. 


Its purpose was to care for aged 
colored 


women. In 1949 there were some 241 
Catholic Homes for the Aged with a population of 
some 21,000. These Homes are served by more than 
1700 people, mostly religious. There are a number 
of religious communities who devote part or full 
time to the care of the aged. The community which 
has established for itself an enviable reputation in 
this special work, is the Little Sisters of the Poor. 
It was they who carried the burden of the care of 
the destitute aged, without distinction of creed for 
many years. Today, they operate approximately 54 
homes for men and women. 


Institutions are still a vital and much needed part 


It is 
usually the last move for most aging people. Though 


of the total program in the care of the Aging. 


this be true in most cases, it need not, should not be 
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Rev. Robert Brown 


so with all. Some older people may have a change 
in their physical, mental or economic condition that 
would warrant a review of the reason for their being 
in a Home. The conditions of relatives such as 
housing space, Or economic income, may be reason 
for considering the return of the resident to family 
living arrangements. The Home for the Aged has 
been the traditional phase of Catholic help to the 
Aging. It is interesting to observe that we have 
learned something from our experience in Child 
Welfare. There is no action to obviate the Home in 
the care of the Aging. Everyone recognizes its 
important place in that care. The only difficulty is, 
that we do not have enough of them. There are tew 
places in the Church’s mission of charity where one 
can find more devotion and self sacrifice than in the 
custodial care of our Aging. The consecration, 
devotion, loyalty and untiring service of religious 
and lay workers is still one of the less popularly 
known phases of Catholic charitable endeavor. 


The needs of the Aging however, are not, and never 
will be satisfied by group living or institutional ar- 
rangements. Most older people still live in their 
own homes or with relatives. This is as it should be 
for the family is the natural group in which one ought 
to live and to die. All of our thinking in reference 
to the Aging should be to determine means to keep 
our Aged in the family group until it becomes an 
absolute impossibility. Certainly any program for 
the Aging that would not see the strengthening of 
family life as one of the basic purposes and objectives 
would be detrimental to the best interests of older 
people. No form of care, can ever replace the need 
of Aging people for satisfying, participating family 
life. Such an ideal, though readily accepted by all, 
must today be translated into action. It is hardly an 
acceptable work to merely identify needs, to say that 
America is no longer the same rural country it was 
even 50 years ago, and that apartment living does 
not provide the physical space to have ones’ parents 
around. It seems that soon we must move to change 
some of our living patterns by deliberate action. All 
will agree that proper housing is basic to human 
living at any age. It is an especial need of the Aging. 
The familial housing condition is frequently the de- 
termining factor in the aged person’s outlook on 
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life, and in many cases the final answer, as to whether 
or not he or she can remain with the family. Despite 
the impairments incident to aging, older people feel 
the need of continuing acceptance, especially by mid- 
dle-aged people who often develop sharp antagonisms 
toward them. Younger people need the Aging, too. 
They learn much from their forebears who link them 
with their social and religious culture. Then too, 
the acts of kindness, assistance and even sacrifice to 
the Aging are most helpful to the development of 
the younger. Old people wish so much to be 
treated as people. They have not reached the “end.” 
There is much: that they can still do in the fullness 
of their maturity. In the economy of God there are 
no useless people. Our church program needs to be 
conditioned to give older people an opportunity to 
make their contribution. They want to exercise some 
judgment and choice, they don’t want all their think- 
ing done for them. They also seek to share the 
responsibilities and privileges of social living. Be- 
cause their economic power may be limited or impaired 
does not mean that they must become secondary 
citizens. 


The Church can do many things in a given social 
situation. In the care of the Aging she has a grand 
Opportunity to begin to educate the community to a 
new, richer and fuller experience for its Aging 
members. Older people need religion, need God to 
help them meet the stresses of old age, the changes 
physically and mentally that are incidental to Aging. 
They need to know and understand that growing old 
physically is part of God’s plan; that they still can 
grow spiritually, in fact their relationship with God 
can grow deeper and stronger with the years. Some- 
one has said that it is equally important to prepare 
older people for old age as it is to prepare children 
for adolescence. In this the Church has an unusual 
Opportunity through its public preachments and the 
advice, counsel and encouragement its clergy give to 
individual souls. 


But the Church is only as good as its parishes. 
Only parochial action will be sufficient to meet the 
many and varied needs of the Aging. Here is a 
program, already tested, part of which would be 
applicable in any parish, and most of which would 
be needed in most parishes. 


1) Friendly Visiting to Older Parishioners. 

Get a small group of men and women to visit 
the aging in their homes. A small group in 
the beginning can learn by doing. These visitors 
can be a real help to a busy pastor who may be able 
to bring the sacraments once a month but finds it 
quite impossible to call for a chatty visit. 


2) Recreation for the Older Parishioners. 


Use parish hall for clubs for men and/or women 
over 65. Hold the meetings in the afternoons, 
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once or twice a month. 
program. 


Be sure there is a planned 


3) Reading Room for Older Parishioners. 

This can be especially valuable in rooming house 
neighborhoods. It might well have a luncheon pro- 
gram with it and thus take on the 
appearance of ‘Day Care.” Some of our Homes 


for the Aged are already engaged in such a program. 


connected 


1) Counselling Service to Older Parishioners. 

With county, 
state and federal programs for the Aging there will 
be a splendid field for service if the parish would 
have some few well-informed people available at 
certain hours for consultation. The Old Age and 
Survivors Insurance program with its 1950 amend- 
ments will affect millions of Catholic people. It 
is still a little confusing to the unt litiated. Most 
charity offices or bureaus have special services for 
the Aging which ought to be known by parish coun- 
sellors. Sometimes, the service needed by older 
people is assistance in finding houses, apartments, 
rooms or boarding homes that are suitable to their 
physical and economic conditions. Older people 
may need the name of a good geriatrician. One of 
their great needs is to continue to be useful, pro- 
ductive. Perhaps the parish could help them to 
find a less exacting job at smaller income, with no 
loss of status. This would surely make them 
happier. 


the development of diocesan, 


5) Housekeeping Services for Older People. 

For those who can no longer carry the burden 
of housekeeping, assistance in securing adequate 
people to do this work will make it possible for 
older people to remain in their own place of resi- 
dence for a longer period of their lives. Some 
older people will appreciate help with their shop- 
ping. 


One has only to work with the Aging a short time 
to realize that the aging processes do not reduce 
people to a common ievel either mentally, physically 
or spiritually. Older people are still people. Life 
may have left some scars on their temperaments as 
well as their bodies. They are however, still individ 
uals with personal needs, and frequently the emotional 
needs are greater than the physical, and harder and 
more difficult to satisfy. Love and sincere affection 
There are 
some real satisfactions for him who gives himself to 
the Aging, even as a volunteer. 


human beings need at every age of life. 


Aging people still 
have a capacity to grow, mentally and spiritually. The 
leisure of age, enforced by limiting bodies, can provide 


the opportunity for spiritual growth. Old age can 


be, and in most cases is, a tremendous grace for the 
proper climax of a full life. 
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The Way 


To Peace— 


The Catholic Woman's Approach 


NTEREST stood on tiptoe in Cleveland October 
I 14. The Silver Convention of the National Coun- 
cil of Catholic Women was opening its five-day 
session. Women came by train, plane and bus from 
coast to coast and from border to border of our 
country. They came, too, from South America and 
Canada, from Switzerland and Germany, to join in 
the Catholic woman's 
part in shaping the peace for which the whole world 
yearns. 


this serious consideration of 


Glamour was not a part of this convention; the 
times are too serious. The convention was planned 
for work; women came to work, and did. The regis- 
tration of nine hundred and eighty-seven delegates 
women representing their affiliated organizations to 
which they would take back the story of these days 
attested to the intense interest of Catholic women in 
learning the ways by which they might contribute to 
the peacetul settlement of present-day problems and 
to their determination to make their organizations 
instruments to further the work of the Church in 
re-Christianizing the world 


The solemnity of the liturgy of the Church, the 
richness and beauty of its cathedral setting, quickened 
the heart beat and lifted the thought of the hundreds 
of women who assisted at the Pontifical Mass cele 
brated by the host bishop, Most Rev. Edward F 
Hoban. Deep into their minds and hearts came the 
realization of what these convention days would mean 
when Most Rev. Floyd L. Begin, Auxiliary Bishop of 


} 


Cleveland, closed his sermon with the words, “May 
your convention be abundantly blessed by Almighty 
God, and may all your thinking by 


words 


influenced by the 
of Saint Paul quoted in my text: ‘There is 
neither Jew nor Greek; there ts neither bond nor free; 
there ts neither male nor femal« 
in Christ 


are all one 
! May the Peace of Christ. in the 
Reign of Christ, be speedily accomplished 


For you 


Jesus.’ 


Welcome to the City of Cleveland and especially 
to its Catholic institutions was graciously extended by 
the Cleveland Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 
when the delegates were taken on a sightseeing tour of 
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the city and entertained at tea in the auditorium of 
the beautiful St. John’s College for Sisters, newly 
erected in Cathedral Square. The tour was extended 
to include a visit to Parmadale, the diocesan project 
through which children of broken homes are having 
an Opportunity to live in houses which as far as possi- 
ble approximate family living. Healthful country 
surroundings, attractively furnished homes, and happy 
child faces greeted the visitors at this most interesting 
spot. The project is under the direction of the 
Spiritual Moderator of the Cleveland D.C.C.\W. and 
Diocesan Director of Charities, Rev. F. B. Mohan, 
who lives with the children at Parmadale. 


Preceding the tea, Benediction of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament was celebrated for the delegates by Rev. 
Lawrence Ernst, moderator of the Toledo D.C.C.W. 


The first general public mecting was held that night 
in the Music Hall of the Cleveland Public Auditorium, 
where approximately 2,000 people listened with in- 
terest to the guest speakers, Most Rev. Robert E. 
Lucey, Archbishop of San Antonio and Episcopal 
Chairman of the Lay Organizations Department, 
N.C.W.C., and Maisie Ward Sheed. Present also on 
the stage and participating in the program were Bishop 
Hoban; the General Chairman of the convention, Mrs 
A. J. Bender; the Mayor of Cleveland, Hon. Thomas 
A. Burke; the Cleveland D.C.C.W. President, Mrs 
William A. Watson; and the full Board of National 


Directors. 


This the Holy Year Convention of the 
N.C.C.W., the Silver Convention, marking the twen- 
ty-fifth time the representatives ot organizations ot 
Catholic women throughout the United States had 
come together to pray, to study, and to plan their 
common work. Fitting indeed was the theme, Peace 
in Our Days—Peace to Souls, Peace to Families, Peace 
to Our Country, Peace among Nations, from the Holy 
Year prayer of Pope Pius XII. The program of the 
convention was arranged to dedicate each day to one 
phase of this theme. Informative conferences were 
held each morning of October 16, 17 and 18, with 
six committee workshops conducted simultaneously 


Was 


CATHOLIC ACTION 





in the afternoon and a general public meeting each 
evening. Experts in the various fields of committee 
interest and women active in the work of their councils 
pooled their knowledge that affliated organization 
representatives might receive the suggestions that will 
mean better programs in the coming two years, result- 
ing in informed and zealous workers in the councils 
throughout the country. 


The knowledge and the attitudes toward council 
work gained at the convention were aptly expressed 
in the remarks of Mrs. Robert Mahoney, national 
chairman, Committee on International Relations, who 
spoke on “Interesting Women in International Af- 
fairs,’ when she said: “Our task, it would seem, is to 
present international affairs in relation to the needs 
of mankind, in such a way that the opportunities for 
personal participation in their solution are made evi- 
dent. But as she feeds the hungry, shelters the 
homeless or cares for the sick—-actually or vicariously 

the truly Christian woman will realize that material 
means are not enough to satisfy the hunger and thirst 
of the world. The spiritual bond which unites the 
members of the Mystical Body prompts her to re- 
newed efforts to enroll all women in a campaign of 
prayer, sacrifice, study and personal dedication to a 
program for peace which can succeed only if indi- 
vidually each can say with the poet: 

I met a man today. 
He was marvelously fair 


He really was a Child of God. 
He came from everywhere. 


Two pre-convention conterences for presidents—of 
diocesan, state and afhliated national organizations 
and of deanery, district and county councils—drew 
spirited discussion of the many organizational ques 
tions of interest to these leaders. 


The convention received the Apostolic Benediction 
of His Holiness Pope Pius XII who granted this 
Blessing as a token of his paternal affection in recogni- 
tion of past achievements in the field of Catholic 
Action and as a pledge of heavenly favors for the 
future. In conveying this august message of the 
Sovereign Pontiff, the Apostolic Delegate to the 
United States, Most Rev. Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, 
added his personal greetings and best wishes for the 
success of the meeting. The convention was also 
honored by messages from Most Rev. Francis P. 
Keough, Archbishop of Baltimore and Acting Chair- 
man of the N.C.W.C. Administrative Board, and from 
the President of the United States, Hon. Harry S. 
Truman. 


Three archbishops and ten bishops honored the 
convention with their presence and gave generously 
of their counsel and guidance at the sessions. Spiritual 
moderators of 42 councils accompanied their delega- 
tions, attended the sessions, and participated in the 
special moderators meetings 
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Many specialists from the various departments of 
the National Catholic Welfare Conference in Wash- 
ington took part in the program, including the General 
Secretary, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Howard J. Carroll, who 
traced the Catholic contribution to peace in an out- 
standing address. Sharing the platform with him 
were Hon. John Chang, Ambassador of the Republic 
of Korea to the United States, and Senorita Celina 
Pineiro Pearson of Buenos Aires, Argentina, Bureau 
member of the International Union of Catholic Wom 


en's Leagues. 


The N.C.C.W. companion federation, the National 
Council of Catholic Men, was represented at the con- 
vention by its president and executive secretary, Stew- 
art Lynch and Martin H. Work, both of whom par- 
ticipated in the program. 


National Directors trom ten provinces were elected 
by the delegates, and officers were chosen from the 
Board 1952. 
The twenty out of 22 National Directors present at 
two were abroad on Holy Year pil- 
were among the distinguished guests seated 
at the beautifully appointed head table at the banquet 
closing the convention, at which more than 1100 
people gathered. Each director and guest was intro- 
duced by Mrs. John F 3rd vice 
president and national director from the host province. 


to serve until the next convention in 
the convention 


QrimMaLges 


McCrystal, retiring 


The principal address on this occasion was delivered 
by the prominent convert to Catholicism, Gretta 
Palmer, who spoke of Our Lady, Queen of Peace. 
The speakers were introduced by the Toastmaster, 
Mrs. Andrew S. Pfeiffer. Then the Retiring President, 
Mrs. Alfred S. Lucas, presented the newly elected 

Mrs. Gerald B. Bennett, 
Province of Detroit; First Vice President, Mrs. James 
E. Willard, Province of Louisville; Second Vice Presi- 
dent, Mrs. L. L. Roerkohl, Province of St. Paul; 
Third Vice President, Mrs. W. H. Harper, Province 
of Chicago; Secretary, Mrs. Andrew S. Pfeiffer, 
Province of Milwaukee; Treasurer, Miss Emma A. 
Von Hatten, Province of San 
Committee Member, Mrs. J. 
Dubuque. 


national officers: President, 


Francisco; Executive 


A. Wicke, Province of 


Mrs. Bennett humbly and sincerely ac- 


cepted the great honor and the great responsibility 
which will be hers. 


Because this was a Holy Year convention, dedicated 
to the cause of peace, everywhere one was reminded 
of Our Lady of Fatima. Her statue graced the ball- 
room on social occasions and stood in a flower-decked 
enclosure during the sessions. Surrounded by flowers, 
smaller statues of Our Lady of Fatima were placed at 
table for 


adorned each table in the large room. 


intervals on the head the banquet and 


A glimpse at the varied work of Catholic women 
united in the National Council was afforded in the 
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report of Mrs. Lucas, who said: ‘The account of my 
stewardship rendered to you now can only be the 
reflection of your efforts during these months, for 
alone I could accomplish nothing but through our 
united action, each of us becomes an important link 
in that great chain reaching from East to West and 
North to South around our country to encircle us all. 

Traveling more than a 100,000 miles during these 
two years to visit with you, it has been my privilege to 
experience an untold joy as I learned first hand of the 
work being done. To hear, in a diocese in the far 
West how the great increase in affiliations had been 
accomplished often at great sacrifice, how hundreds 
of women had traveled many miles, sometimes in 
snow and ice and over almost impassable roads to 
attend deanery and diocesan meetings; of a president 
who had traveled far to bring the message of the 
N.C.C.W. to a new group and urge them to become 
a part of the diocesan program by affiliation with their 
council; of the meeting I attended in Colorado in 
late May when an unusual and very unexpected 
snowstorm suddenly brought back winter weather 
but did not cool the zeal of a group of women of a 
mission more than a hundred miles away or keep 
them from attending the meeting and pledging their 
cooperation and help; of the glowing report made 
by a capable and charming young woman in another 
diocese who proudly reported over a hundred active 
study clubs under her chairmanship, studying not only 
matters of faith, but current legislation and events; 
of the youth groups sponsored by many diocesan and 
district groups in order to keep our Catholic youth 
in a Catholic atmosphere for recreation and cultural 
life as well as spiritual; of the displaced persons and 
refugees met at the ports, cared for and directed to 
their newly adopted homes (over 400 of these families 
have been placed in one diocese during the past 
year); of the international and state legislation 
studied and acted upon and vigorously protested when 
found to be subversive to Christian principles and 
morals; of active participation of the women on the 
parish, deanery and diocesan level in Confraternity 
of Christian Doctrine work; of the thousands and 


thousands of pounds of new and used clothing, food 


and medicine collected in the various dioceses and 


shipped to the Storerooms of the Holy Father for dis- 
tribution to the suffering peoples of the wartorn coun- 
tries.”’ 


Thus the reporting and the study came to an end. 
The women had been given a norm to guide them, a 
blueprint for future action. The closing remarks of 
Bishop Hoban reminded them that the success of 
future work will depend ‘‘first of all on whether or not 
we, as individuals, are at peace with God, with our 
own consciences, with ourselves. . . . Peace is some- 
thing that we should not look for outside ourselves 
until we have it within our own hearts and consciences. 
We shall not bring peace among nations if we do 
not enjoy the friendship of the King of Kings and 
Lord of Nations, nor is it possible to have peace in 
our own country as long as we fail to carry out in our 
daily lives the principles of justice and charity toward 
God and each other which are the only foundation 
of peace. Even in our own homes peace will be no 
more than a word unless each of us individually lives 
according to the cictates of our consciences, the laws 
of rightfully constituted authority and the Command- 
ments of God. 


“It is essential then that before you set out to put 
into practice the things you have learned in this 
convention, you examine your own hearts and souls 
to ascertain as far as possible that you enjoy personally 
‘the peace of God which surpasses all understanding.’ 


(Phil. 4, 7.) 


“This should be the very first of your efforts in 
carrying out the splendid resolutions adopted at this 
convention, and it should therefore be the final ad- 
monition made to you before the convention closes 


“I am confident that as a result of this convention 
the program of Holy Mother Church as outlined by 
the Holy Father for the solution of the problems of 
the day will become better known and more universally 
adopted. You who have had the opportunity to attend 
the convention will carry its message to every part of 
the country and through your own exemplary efforts 
will induce others also to put into practice the things 
you were told. You are the women who shall pattern 
the peace.” 





Ralph G. Viehman, Province of Philadelphia. 
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Catholic Contribution 


To Peace 


Rt. Rev. Msgr. Howard J. Carroll, $.T.D. 


N HER LONG and glorious history, the Catholic 
Church may point to many things which she has 
done for the temporal and spiritual betterment 

of human society. But her strivings to help men and 
nations live in peace with one another certainly are 
amongst the most earnest and the most striking mani- 
festations of her mission on earth. 


The supreme Pontiffs for centuries have regarded 
the promotion of peace as clearly within the sphere of 
the duty laid upon them by Christ. The history of the 
Papacy is replete, not merely with their teachings on 
the true foundations of peace and of exhortations 
about it, but of their interventions and representations 
to bring about its establishment. Books have been 
written on the subject. They make enlightening and 
absorbing reading, particularly the chapters that deal 
with Pontiffs of the past century who have had to 
do with the contemporary world and the conditions 
prevalent in decades preceding and shaping it 


It was perhaps Pope Leo XIII who first called atten- 
tion to some of the gravest perils to peace and urged 
that they be excised from the social body. It was he 
who so clearly and with such extraordinary vision 
noted the crumbling of the old order of things before 
the advance of a new industrial era and pleaded with 
men to organize human society in such a way as to 
prevent a convulsion of the human race which would 
bring about a return of barbarism. 


It was the saintly Pope Pius X who, while giving 
every encouragement to newly organized societies and 
dedicated to the study and promotion of international 
peace, recalled in his Encyclical on the Restoration of 
All Things in Christ, that ‘There is but one party 
capable of restoring peace in the midst of all this 
turmoil and that 1s the party of God. It is this party, 
therefore, that we must advance, and to it attract as 
many as possible, if we are really urged by the love of 
peace. 


His illustrious successor Benedict XV, appalled by 
the specter of World War I, in 1914 pleaded with 
heads of governments at war to find other means than 
the force of arms to settle their differences; and in 
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1917 in a letter to belligerent governments set forth 
five points which seemed to offer the foundations of 
a just and lasting peace, among them the limitation 
of armaments and the establishment of a Court of 
Arbitration; and again in 1920 urged nations to unite 
into one single society for the purpose of protecting 
their individual independence and maintaining general 
order in the community of nations. Finally, at the 
outset of peace negotiations, it was he who declared 
that “The Church will certainly not refuse her zealous 
aid to States united under the Christian law in any 
of their undertakings inspired by justice and charity, 
inasmuch as she is herself the most perfect type of 
universal society. She possesses in her organization 
and institutions a wonderful instrument for bringing 
this brotherhood among men, not only for their 
eternal salvation but also for their material well-being 
in this world; she leads them through temporal well- 
being to the sure acquisition of eternal blessings. It is 
the teaching of history that when the Church pervaded 
with her spirit the ancient and barbarous nations of 
Europe, little by little the many and varied differences 
that divided them were diminished and their quarrels 
extinguished; in time they formed a homogeneous so- 
ciety trom which sprang Christian Europe which, 
under the guidance and auspices of the Church, whilst 
preserving a diversity of nations tended to a unity that 
favored its prosperity and glory.” 

As though he foresaw with prophetic vision the 
imminence of World War I, Pope Pius XI dedicated 
his reign to the achievement of “The Peacegof Christ 
in the Kingdom of Christ.” In a period characterized 
by breaches of faith and mistrust among nations, he 
reminded the world that faith in the pledges of na- 


i 


tions and hope for the peaceful solution of their 


difficulties and controversies are futile without recogni- 
tion of the eternal law of God. 
less true than strange and 


And, in language no 
unacceptable to contem- 
porary leaders, he pointed out that “No merely human 
institution of today can be as successful in devising a 
set of international laws which will be in harmony 
with world conditions as the Middle Ages were in 
the possession of that true League of Nations, Chris- 
tianity. It cannot be denied that in the Middle Ages 
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this law was often violated; still it always existed as 
an ideal, according to which one might judge the 
acts of nations, and a beacon light calling those who 
had lost their way back to the safe road. There exists 
an institution able to safeguard the sanctity of the 
law of nations. This institution is a part of every 
nation; at the same time it is above all nations. It 
enjoys, too, the highest authority; the fullness of the 
teaching power of the Apostles. Such an institution 
is the Church of Christ.” 


It was this same Pontiff, Pope Pius XI, who with 
singular foresight, which seems no less than amazing 
in retrospect, analyzed and warned the world against 
those monstrous aberrations—Nazism, Fascism and 
Communism which led to World War I and which 
in turn resulted in what is already a cold war and may 
any day become, except for the intervention of God, a 
hot war, the like of which the world 
experienced, 


has never 


You will recall how His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, 
now gloriously reigning, chose for his motto, ‘Peace, 
the work of Justice,” indicating to the world the fact 
that Peace, above all else, would be the concern of 
his pontificate. 


You will recall vividly I am sure that in the midst 
of World War II, which he tried by every appeal and 
means possible to prevent, he laid down the bases 
for peace in individual life within the nations them- 
selves, the economic and social peace in order, peace 
within the family of nations. These are familiar to 
you under the name of the Papal Peace Plan. They 
bear resummarizing, for in their totality they should 
be the basis and the object of intensified work on your 
part for international peace. 


In 1939 he pointed out the five fundamental points 
of a Just Peace: 


1. Right to life and independence of all nations, 
large and small, strong and weak. 


Liberation of the nations from the slavery of 
armaments and the danger that material force 
will violate rights instead of protect them 


Creation or reconstitution of international in- 
stitutions, profiting also from the mistakes of 
the past, to guarantee the fulfilment of peace 
terms and to revise them if necessary. 


Assurance of the real needs and 
just demands of nations and peoples and 


ethnical minorities. 


meeting 


Penetration of rulers and peoples with the 
spirit of justice and charity 


In 1940 the Holy Father pointed out five triumphs 


which we must achieve on the national as well as the 
individual level: 
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Over hate and the systems which breed it 
Over mutual mistrust. 

Over might-as-the-origin-of-right. 

Over national greed, so that every state will 
be given the means of assuring a good living 
to its citizens. 

Over cold egoism, substituting for it interna- 


tional governmental and economic coopera- 
tion. 


In 1941 he called attention to five evils we rust 
abolish before we have peace: 


1. Violation of national freedom, integrity and 
security. 
Oppression of minorities. 


Keeping the world’s resources from the na- 
tions that are poor. 


4. Total war and the race for armaments 


5. Persecution of religion and the Church 


At Pentecost in 1941 he pointed out three social 
and economic fundamentals for peace: 


1. The use of physical things ind private owner- 
ship for the welfare of the individual and of 
all mankind. 


Self-organization of the industries to attain 
that purpose. 


The right of the family to live well and its 
right to migrate and be protected in migra- 
tion. 


In 1942 he pointed out five reforms in the field of 
human rights that were necessary on the national 
scale before there could be peace: 


1. Respect for man and his right to bodily, 
mental and moral development, especially his 
right to religious education, to worship of 
God, to organize for charity, to marry, to 
choose his work in life, and his right, in keep- 
ing with others’ rights, to use things for his 
well being. 


Defense of social unity and respect for the 
family and its economic, spiritual, moral and 
legal rights 


Respect for the dignity of labor, a family 
living wage and a social order which will 
make possible access to property, higher edu- 
cation for the competent and the practice of 
brotherhood. 


Establishment of a system of law, based on 
the dominion of God, and just and applicable 
to all. 
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A state founded in discipline, but also in 
kindness and in a Christian spirit, dedicated 
to the general good, to respect for man, and 
man’s eternal life. 


Moreover, the Holy Father's analysis of real 
democracy, his pleas for a just, prompt and flexible 
peace, his numerous appeals for charity war victims, 
his concern for the moral use of new scientific discov- 
eries, including atomic energy, his applications of 
moral principles to every major condition of today 
that has a bearing on the question of peace, are ex- 
haustive and compelling. 


If his tremendous activity in behalf of peace has 
met with scant practical success, the reasons are not 
hard to discover. You have but to examine what has 
been done about his recommendations. 


Yet he does not regard the task of stemming the 
tide of materialism as hopeless for the reason that, 
as he recently stated in a message to the Katholikentag 
of Germany, the hundreds of millions of Catholics in 
the world represent a power, and with them, “We 
dare say, the majority of the people will stand on the 
side of God.” 


Fiat pax in virtute tua (Ps. 121). Let peace be in 
thy strength, as the Psalmist said. 

The promotion of peace then has been and is a 
major preoccupation of the Church. That means that 
peace is the concern of all of us. The promotion of 
it is the duty of all of us. But a knowledge of the 


foundations upon which a just and lasting peace is 
built is an absolute requisite for intelligent action for 


peace. It is our good fortune as Catholics, not to be 


left to our own devices in finding the road to peace. 


Happily, as I have tried to indicate briefly, we have 
at our disposal the sure guidance of the Church, based 
on the immutable and unchanging law of the Creator 
and the teachings of His Divine Son, the Prince of 
Peace. 


Those teachings are no sterile, theoretical, emotional 
or unrealistic platitudes. They are founded not on 
expediency nor on the shifting sands of political, eco- 
nomic or military strategies, but on the bedrock of 
principle. There is not and never will be real and 
lasting peace until they are the generally acknowl- 
edged. 


Moreover, those principles have been developed 
and evolved by the process of application and experi- 
ence lasting through the ages. For centuries before 
the United States was a nation, indeed, before any 
nation now in existence became a nation, the Church 
was teaching men the ways of peace, and using her 
good offices to dispel their differences and to put an 
end to their wars. In those days before the spiritual 
unity of the world was fractured, if nevertheless there 
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were wars, it was not because men challenged either 
her wisdom or her mission to teach, but rather be- 
cause of their perversity. But the modern world which 
has lengthened and strengthened the arm of Mars 
largely ignores the Church, the Peacemaker of the 
Centuries, or brutally tramples her into the dust. 


Yet ignored or crushed, she continues to plead 
clearly, unfailingly and insistently that men and na- 
tions think ¢ f peace, work for peace, pray tor peace. 


Out of the richness ot her experience, out of her 
contidence in the power of the mass of good God- 
tearing people all over the world who so much 
desire it, she assures and reassures them that peace is 
possible if they desire it and work for it not less 
passionately than those who sow the seeds of war. 
(Fiat pax in virtute tua.—Ps. 121) 


When we read of the frightful weapons which will 
be unloosed upon the world if another global war 
breaks out—A-bombs, H-bombs, guided missiles, bac- 
teriological and chemical weapons, and what not 
else of almost inconceivable destructive power, there 
must run through the minds of all thoughtful men the 
somber and oft-repeated warning of the Holy Father 
“Everything is lost in war; nothing may be lost in 
peace.’ 


Given the conditions of the world as they are today 

conditions for which we must confess in all honesty 
and humility the United States is greatly responsible 

but given those conditions as they are, I venture to 
believe that history will record that our will, and our 
attitude as a nation, is the will to peace and that we 
have little choice but to do the things we are doing 
to ensure it 


But the dangers are deadly and we cannot relax our 
efforts as though war were quite inevitable. 


As Catholic women, since you have an immense 
stake in what eventuates, you have an immense respon- 
sibility for seeing to it that nothing is left undone to 
further the cause of peace 


You have only to think of what war has done to 
the women of the world to realize what the blessings 
of peace mean to them. In a reai sense they are the 
victims of war, for it is their sons, their husbands, 
their brothers, who go to the wars, so many never to 
return, so many to come home maimed in body and 
in soul. It is their homes and families which they 
treasure and cling to more than to life itself which are 
destroyed. It is they who walk the roads disconsolate, 
seeking shelter for the orphans and the helpless. It 
is they whose cries of anguish ring the earth and 
pierce the highest heavens. It is women who more 
than any of us humans should band together in a 
mighty army under the banner of the Prince who pro- 
claimed, ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called children of God.” 
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A Glance at Convention Speeches 


Principles for Peace 


MOST REV. ROBERT E. LUCEY, S.T.D. 
Archbishop of San Ar 


N the field of human relations there 

are two religious concepts which 
powerfully influence conduct: the 
idea of the Mystical Body of Christ 
and the idea of human brotherhood 
These two concepts are directly re- 
lated to peace and war. 


The Catholic Church is the Mysti- 
cal Body of Christ. We do not call 
it a supernatural body because it is 
that and something less; we do not 
call it a natural body because it is 
that and something more. This Mysti- 
cal Body is a strange and mysterious 
union of the visible and the invisible, 
the natural and the supernatural, the 
human and the divine Christ is 
the Head of the Body and the Holy 
Spirit is the Soul. Those who belong 
to this Mystical Body are members one 
of another; they must rejoice with hin 
who rejoices and suffer with him who 
suffers. They must be mutually care 
ful of one another. Armed conflict in 
the Mystical Body is incredible and 
unspeakable 


In our time this doctrine is a chal 
lenge and a prornise—a challenge to 
live as full-time Christians in justice 
charity and peace; a promise that if 
we continue to act as part-time Chris 
tians we shall live close to chaos. Since 
there are Catholics in every nation thi 
doctrine should make them the peace 
makers of the world 


In the Papal Peace Program we find 
this principle for peace: the nations 
must make sacrifices for the common 
good. In his Easter sermon in 1940 
Pope Pius XII said that he looked for 
ward to the time when sacrifices for 
the higher good of the human family 
would not be shirked. Cardinal Mag 
lione, then Papal Secretary of State, 
wrote to the Canadian Social Week to 
say: “We shall not hav 


peace or the peace of 


either social 

nations as 
long as sacrifice is put aside and only 
legal right seeks to trium 


nh * 
pn 
i 


No matter how excellent may be th« 
structure of peace built by men_ the 
machinery will not work if 
cated with the 
immorality 


it is lubri 
sand of injustice and 
Here then ts a challenge 
to clergy and laity to study the organi- 


zation of peace and to preach and prac 
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tice always and everywhere the virtues 
of justice and charity. In his Easter 
message of 1939 Pope Pius XII de- 
clared: ‘Here then, venerable brothers 
and beloved sons, is a basis unique and 
unshakable upon which true peace 
rests: God known, respected and 
obeyed.”’ 


The World Crisis and the 
Lay Catholic 
HONORABLE JOHN M. CHANG 
Ambassador of the iS 


public of Korea 
the United States 


T THE MOMENT when progress 

in Korea was impeded, when dis- 
aster was thrust upon us, the United 
Nations utilized its great power to step 
in and order our defense from aggres- 
sors by force of arms. We were sup- 
ported, almost over night, by 53 
staunch allies spread over the globe. 
Korea could feel itself a sister to every 
free nation on the earth. The United 
Nations became not a remote gather- 
ing of diplomats, but all the free men 
and women who believe that each of 
us has inalienable rights. With almost 
awesome unanimity, the world demon 
strated the spirit of its people who are 
determined to live in the ways of peace, 
and the cause of Korea became the 
cause of the United Nations. . . 


I believe that my country, and yours, 
and the other freedom-loving nations 
which have joined in this struggle have 
demonstrated a resolution which will 
contribute to the attainment of world 
peace. I do not believe men have 
died in vain. I further believe that 
in the course of events which have 
passed and of those which are yet to 
take place in Asia, in Europe, in the 
Middle East and elsewhere in the 
world the lesson of Korea will not be 
forgotten. 


It seems to me that the world crisis 
is a tribunal before which God is 
testing our desire to secure ourselves 
against the dread menace of lawless- 
ness. I hold that we are being chal- 
lenged to show whether we shall be 
And I know that as 
long as man may find fortitude in 


strong or weak 


faith and prayer, he can exhibit his , 


determination—perhaps the final de- 
termination as we know it—that we 
must live together as brother, in the 


love and fear of God 


Legislation, An Instrument 
to Peace 


CELINA PINE!RO-PEARSON 


! 
1 Mernber, International Union 
] VVC 5 LEdgUCS 


HIS is my first visit to your won- 

derful country and the first time I 
address a North American audience. 
You will therefore excuse me if in 
developing my theme I do not refer 
particularly to laws in the United 
States; I shall simply pass in revue 
some general legislation whose defi- 
ciencies are common throughout most 
countries, but which are nevertheless 
a constant source of unhappiness and 
unrest. 

Nations have their laws, which are 
a kind of written code of morality for 
the people But unfortunately, we 
must say that human laws are not al- 
ways in harmony with God's laws 
What is legal is not necessarily moral 
and that is why in every country we 
must strive to modify some of our 
home legislation. We must be very 
careful in regard to those laws which 
may affect God's rights, or the rights 
of parents, or woman's dignity, social 
justice, public morality, etc. 

For instance, some laws regarding 
minority groups are not Christian in 
their inspiration, and they do not 
bear out that new spirit of equality 
which Christianity brought into the 
world, and of which St. Paul tells in 
his Epistle—"'There is neither Jew nor 
Greek; there is neither bond nor free; 
there is neither male nor female.” 

Then there are laws on the family, 
divorce, marriage, inheritance and sup 
port which must be modified or im- 
proved in almost every country. In our 
Americas, there are laws on immigra 
tion which ought to be modified to 
give a freer welcome or opportunity 
for citizenship to the over-populated 
peoples of the Orient and the Old 
World 

ll these injustices are double-edged 
swords: They hurt the people who 
suffer them, but they hold pain in 
store for the future of the nations that 
permit them to continue 

In considering laws which apply to 
education, it must not be forgotten that 
neutrality in teaching is the Same as 
atheism, and to ignore God is to deny 
Him 

Catholic women must be particularly 
alert in regard to laws affecting public 
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morality, so as to avoid scandal and 
the undoing of all the work of the 
home in behalf of the younger gen- 
erations. One cannot impose a moral 
code by law, but one can use legal 
means to prevent people from dissem- 
inating immorality and corrupting 
others, especially the young. 

There are many good laws which 
are not known and not enforced. It 
is possible to interest many people in 
the passage of a law, but often almost 
impossible to arouse their interest in 
seeing to its enforcement. Yet a law 
which is not enforced is, to all pra 
tical purpose, non-existent. . . . 

We Catholic women ought to be 
very conscientious in using laws which 
affect political rights and in favoring 
candidates and parties representative 
of Christian principles. We must 
arouse Catholic women’s interest in 
this field of activity on the local, on 
the state, and on the national level 

There is another interesting spher 
of action for women in the field ot 
enforcement of international conven 
tions passed at the United Nations 
Many of these conventions have beer 
studied by experts coming from na 
tions all over the world and are the 
result of the experience of all circum 
stances and all latitudes. Yet for the 
countries whose delegates have signed 
them they remain a dead letter because 
these conventions do not take effect 
as the law of individual countries, 
unless they have been signed by th: 
chief executive and ratified by the legis 
lative bodies 

Many of the wrongs and errors of 
the past are with us as the problems of 
today. We must see that we avoid 
these in the days to come, and that 
we do not permit new wrongs and 
evils to sow the seeds of war and 
discord for the future 


Educating for Peace 


MARY SYNON 


' 
) 


peas is the school, and, in par- 
ticular, the Catholic school in 
the United States, doing for the pro 
motion of peace? 

The Catholic ilways 
taught the principles ot peace ust as 
the Catholic Church has always taught 
these principles. The Catholic school 
in the United States has always stood 
for the training of childrer 
citizenship, which is the 
of peace 

In the past ten years, however 
there has been a very definite move 
ment—-perhaps we may call it a crusade 
—for the betterment of this teaching 
In October, 1938, the late Holy Father, 


school has 
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Pope Pius XI, wrote a letter to the 
Catholic University of America on the 
occasion of its Golden Jubilee This 
letter recommended that the University 
establish a program of social educa- 
tion at all grade levels for the Catholic 
schools of the United States. This 
program should be, said the Pope, “ac 
ceptable .to all right thinking men.’ 
Its aim would be the betterment of the 
teaching of social living. 

The Holy Father had chosen the 
United States for this program for two 
first because the structure of 
our American democracy made excel- 
lent background for it; second, becaus¢ 
world conditions of 1938 showed him 
the desperate need of establishing the 
nucleus of a world peace program in 
a country that would not be immed: 
ately immersed in the turmoil of war 
From his watch tower of the Vatican 
the Holy Father saw the war clouds 
piling up over Europe. He had the 
hope that our land would escape the 
deluge from those clouds. He also 
saw the danger of the rise of Com 
munism; and he wisely foresaw that 
nothing but Christian living could com 
bat that danger 


reasons: 


The Archbishops and Bishops of 
the American Hierarchy immediatel\ 
established the Commission on Ameri 
can Citizenship as the agency to carry 
out the Holy suggestion 
They placed it as a department of th 
Catholic University and set it under 
the direction of three great educational 
leaders: the Most Reverend Bishop 
Joseph Moran Corrigan, Rector of th 
University, the Right Reverend Mon 
signor Francis J. Haas, now Bishop ot! 
Grand Rapids, then de 


Father's 


in of the uni- 
versity’s School of Social Science, and 
the Right Reverend Monsignor Georg 
Johnson, head of the Department o! 
Education 

The ultin aim of the work of 
the Commission has been world peace 
The immediate means toward that end 
has been the teaching of the child in 
the Catholic schools how to attain 
Christ-like living in our American 
For, if we can do 
a long way on the lon 

road toward world peace 


cemocratic society 


that, we are 


How is this being done? 

By means of Curriculum, Textbooks 
Civics Clubs, direct mail associations 
with High School Papers, Teacher's 
Institutes and Workshops the Commis 
sion has been able to present this pr 
gram of civic betterment to the Catl 
Incidentally, it is the only 
long-range and nation-wide-range pro 


olic schools. 


gram of social education in the United 
States. Unfortunately, it has been too 
busy with accomplishment in the 
schools to publicize itself outside the 
Otherwise, the Catholics of 
the nation might be 


schools 


bd | 
saying, Look 


what we are doing to better conditions, 
at home and abroad. See how we are 
working for tomorrow as well as for 
today.’ 


Human Solidarity and the 
Peace 
ESTELLE SPURCK 


NIC ¢ d 
WALL. VV oe 


V HAT is Human Solidarity? In 

discussing it with friends we con- 
cluded that Human Solidarity implied 
a union of hearts and minds and 
that wherever such a union ts found 
there also is found harmony and tran 
quillity and peace. But wherever there 
of this unison, there ts 
no harmony, no tranquillity and no 
hope tor peace 

Now we 


searched for 


is an absence 


know that man_ has 
peace since time im- 
St. Augustine tells us that 
all men want peace 


memorial 
even those who 
They want their kind of 
So the search has come down 
to our own times. Once again Man 
thought he had attained peace in the 
ever-widening half education 


make war. 


peace 


which 
took hold in our century 

And yet this half education, which 
leaves God out of every field, is rec- 
ognized now by many as unsettling 
nations more and more and setting 
peoples farther and farther adrift 

While all the time the answer had 
been there since the dawn of Chris 
tianity—the found in the 
great law of love--Love thy neighbor 
as thyself 


answer 


Three thousand miles across the sea 
are our neighbors, not through prox- 
ity nor locality nor any other artt- 
ficial bond, but by the spiritual bond 
of circumstance-—the War Relief Serv- 
ices the committ set up by the 
Bishops of the U States to enable 
you and me to Christian Charity 
to helpless pco} le Without the War 
Relief Services they would not be our 
hbors—but now a terrible respon 
sibility is ours 
We say to you, There is Still Time! 
Time to let the knowledge gained at 
this convention light the candles for 
those who still scout an interest in 
the exiled, the 
orphaned 


hopeless and the 


It is our prayer that each one of 
Holy Year Gift 
g of Sustained Work; a Holy 
Gift Offering of Sustained 
a Holy Year Gift Offering 
of Sustained Sacrifice 


you will make i 


Thus your Charity will become the 
driving force to establish in this war 
torn chaotic world—true human soli 
darity—the affectionate love of neigh- 
bor reaching up to God and descend- 


ing in turn upon us all 
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You and Your Parish— 


The Strength of the Church 
International Relations aud Parish Life 


Rita Schaefer 


HE fundamental concern of each parish is the spiritual 
welfare of its members. Its members are all integral 
parts of the Universal Church. In a spiritual sense, each 
parish member realizes he cannot be isolationist, since 
he knows that he is intimately connected with all other 
members of the Universal Church. He must be concerned 
not only with his own salvation but with the salvation of 
all humanity. He appreciates the vitality of the Mystical 
Body of Christ. He believes in the communion of saints. 

It is chiefly through the parish that we learn the principles 
of morality that will lead to our salvation. The parish 
members must put these principles to work—-not merely 
within the confines of the Church or of parish societies or 
of family groups, but in all society. The principles involve 
our relations with God, with ourselves, and with our neigh- 
bors, all our neighbors across the ocean as well as next door 
Modern science and invention have eliminated geographical 
distance, have involved us physically with peoples of every 
corner of the world. The moral principles or our relations 
with these neighbors are, then, of the most vital interest to 
the parish. 

In order to apply moral principles to the solution of 
world problems a study of those problems must be made 
It is the purpose of this article to outline briefly the 
principal facets of the work now facing the international 
community and then to indicate in general the application 
to the workable unit of parish life. 

The most striking example of international action with 
which the parish is concerned, deals with the effects of 
international communism on our relations with God. In 
an area where communism gains control, God is denied, 
worship is made difficult, if not impossible; parish priests 
and parish members are tortured, enslaved and degraded 
and parish life is utterly destroyed. The Mystical Body 
is attacked, and this is felt in all its members. But com- 
munism is not only an atheistic, materialistic force of 
evil. It is also a political power and an economic system 
which attempts to use every facet of life and human rela- 
tions to pervert the natural order of morality 

Parish members know that they must apply the princi 
of morality to all their relations within and 
limits 

We know that 
problem 
human 
alone 


ples 
beyond parish 
These moral principles must permeate society 


communism is a menace as well as a 
is anti-God, we know that it is not 
cannot’ be met by human means 
It can be met by the united prayers of the innumer 


able parishes throughout the world, supplemented by action 


Because it 


and therefore 


for justice and charity in all human relationships 
War is an international tact 


The effects of World War Il 


and a present fear—which 


intimately affects every onc 


[14] 


1950-51 Forum Series 
Article III 


on parish life in this country are still being felt. The loss 
of parish members by death or to war-time jobs in other 
parts of the country; the leakage caused by bad war- 
marriages, the laxity in morals caused by war-boom congestion 
and easy entertainment, the broken marriages, the juvenile 
delinquency—all these factors color the life of the parish 
even in our own fortunate country. Consider the additional 
effects on parish life in other countries harrowed by actual 
fighting or occupation by the enemy; the tragic effects of the 
loss of lives of civilians, the destruction of churches, homes 
and personal property, the inhuman and immoral conditions 
of mere existence which follow mass bombings; the hordes 
of refugees fleeing from one country to another—--where 
perhaps they were lucky enough to find a parish in existence. 
These are disastrous effects on parish life 

Peace is not attained by nations signing an agreement to 
abolish war, nor by establishing international control of 
atomic energy nor by adopting a program of disarmament 
These factors are vitally important, but agreement presup- 
poses a number of other conditions which must be based 
on the principles of justice and charity. The positive appli 
cations of these principles in all life is absolutely necessary 
to remove the causes of war, such as greed, pride, desire 
for power, lack of understanding, want and fear. Parish 
members must emphasize and make such applications. Parish 
members must do what they can to assure the application 
of these principles within and beyond the limits of their 
personal and parish life 

Today, when nations are so interdependent, when time 
and space have been so foreshortened, it is only common 
sense to be concerned with what is happening to our neigh- 
bors across the sea. Today any serious threat to peace in 
one country 1s a threat to the peace of every other country 
A purely local disturbance may have serious effects on such 
things as trade, good relations and understanding with other 
nations. If not properly adjusted, such events can cause a 
world war. Therefore, any contribution which is made to 
eradicate threats to peace, whether within or between nations, 
is a contribution to the peace of the world. 

The world has organized itself in the United Nations on 
a practically—but not completely—universal scale for just 
this purpose. It is supposed to maintain peace and security, 
to develop friendly relations among nations, and to achieve 
international cooperation in solving international problems. 
The success which the UN achieves in fulfilling its purposes, 
depends on the active cooperation and support of the 
nember nations—which means the people in the member 
The United States and the people in the United 
States must make a contribution commensurate with their 
unique strength. 

The action which the United Nations took to repel 


nations 
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aggression and to reestablish freedom in Korea has met with 
wholehearted support from the people of all free nations; 
as it has been helped by the prayers from every parish in 
free countries. However, this action could be taken only 
because Communist Russia, by a lucky accident, was not 
present to veto action in the Security Council which has the 
primary responsibility for the maintenance of peace. Russia 
does not intend to absent herself from future meetings of 
the Security Council—so such a fortunate absence will not 
happen twice. The peoples of the world must give the 
same kind of support to efforts which are now being mad 
to make it possible for the General Assembly of the United 
Nations (where the veto does not exist) to take action, when 
the Security Council becomes paralyzed by the Russian 
veto in the case of aggression or a threat to the peace 
Ultimately the veto itself must be appropriately circum 
scribed. The facts of international organization, as well as 
the problems of international life, must be known by our 
parish groups if they are to permeate their community and 
national policy with the right principles in regard to vital 
international action. 


The UN's work in Korea is far from finished. It will 
have to restore peace and unity to this little peninsula, which, 
without UN action, might have placed all Asia in Com 
munist hands and lighted the torch for World War III 
As the plans cevelop, you will see ways in which your paris! 
can make direct contributions in helping to meet th 
immediate relief needs and prepare for the economi 
rehabilitation. What the United Nations does in this 
instance may be a pattern for economic rehabilitation of 
other countries ravaged by aggression or threatened with 
war because of economic unrest. These are matters in 
which not only the Christian charity but the critical judg 
ment of the parish will be needed to help the contribution 
of the United States to UN action 

Perhaps the greatest opportunity of the United Nations 
to eradicate the causes of war, lies in the economic field 
Communism-—-which the whole world recognizes as the 
chief underlying threat to peace today—plays upon the 
poverty and want of peoples, and upon any injustices which 
they may be suffering. This is particularly true in Asia, 
large parts of Africa, and Latin America. We know we 
cannot possibly feed, educate, and nurse the hundreds of 
millions of needy people throughout the world, who make 
such easy tools for the promises of Communism 
the world, having learned—through parish life—that we 
should love our neighbor as ourselves, we must be willing 
to share with them in order to help these people help them 
selves. We must learn what can be done through appro 
priate organizations. The United Nations is working 
through various international technical agreements, to pro 
mote trade, to make money exchange easier, to promote full 
employment, to investigate migration possibilities It is 
sending technical experts to teach people how to use their 
own resources, how to farm more effectively, how to prevent 
soil erosion, how to train labor forces for industrial produ 
tion, how to train nurses and teachers and doctors, how to 
fight epidemics on the human level and among animals 


However 


For instance, some of the techniques which have helped 
to increase and improve farm products in your own parisl 
area have been or may be 
thus saving countless lives 


introduced in other countries 
In India hundreds upen hundreds 
of farms consist of one to ten acres where one ox is a 
dearly coveted possession. Here the help which FAO has 
been able to give in destroying the rinderpest has meant the 
difference between life and death to The 
development of such constructive programs is necessary to 
relieve the suffering of the many people in need and to give 
the lie to the immoral proposal that artificial birth contro! 
is the solution to man’s miseries 


thousands 
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HE N.C.W.C. Forum Committee, representative 

of the National volic elfare Conference, 
presents its 1950-51 series of eight articles, month 
by month, under the general title, “You and Your 
Parish——the Strength of Church”. These have 
been prepared for ger and should be especial- 
ly helpful to organizat 1 educational leaders 


Use the articles: 
For your Own | 
For stimulating ) in your organ- 
round tables, 


informal 


Jiscussion at home and abroad 


Ui 4 al \ c ai \ 


Use the questions at the end as guides for reading 
and discussion. 











Each parish has a vital contribution to make to the 
proper solution of these problems of poverty throughout 
the world. They can help not only by standing strongly 
against violations of the moral law, against such measures 
as the advocacy of birth control in these areas, but also by 
advocating migration—in fact, by being willing to absorb 
migration into their own community. 

The United Nations is directly concerned with family 
and child welfare, and with the status of women. These 
also are matters which intimately relate to parish life. It 
is of vital importance that the proper concept of the family 
and of the needs of family and child welfare underlie the 
programs of the United Nations in this field. The individual 
parish can contribute to this by offering the example of solid 
Christian family living; by insisting to our “wn Government 
on the sacred, indissoluble and integral: character of the 
family as the training ground for the whole personality of 
its children; and by supporting, along with the community, 
those economic measures (housing, family wages, social 
insurance, etc.) which will permit the family to fulfill its 
natural role in society 

Most of the countries with serious problems of want and 
underdevelopment of human and economic resources are 
in mission lands. The contributions which Catholic mis- 
sionaries are making to these people are tremendous, not only 
by bringing them-the happiness of the true Faith, but 
in bettering their social, cultural and material conditions 
Where better than the parish can one learn of this remarkable 
work? Who better than the parish can support this work, 
thus contributing to the peace and prosperity of the world? 
Learning about the missions and supporting them offer 
pe rhaps the best parish 


I 
toward international 


approach to its own responsibility 
The United Nations is 
also attempting to better the social and economic condition 

these unfortunate areas 


relations 


The application of the principles 
and morality to efforts must be 
sured by the cooperation of the missions and the insistence 
on these principles by the parishes 
The Universal Church, because 
to the truth of man’s dignity 


justice, charity, these 


holds steadfastly 
as a son of God, redeemed by 
Christ, and the equality of all men before God, is the most 
The efforts 


it alone 


important force in safeguarding human rights 
of the organized civil world nity to insure the 
protection of these rights deserve the full understanding 
and support of Catholics, and it is through the means of 
parish action that this becomes possible 


comm 


The question of human rights everywhere touches parish 


interests intimately. For instance, in the religious persecu 
tions in iron-curtain countries, not only the right to worship 


God ts violated, but the right to life, the right of parents to 
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educate their children, freedom from torture, freedom of 
assembly, freedom to speak the truth, the right of privacy 
for the family and many other fundamental rights. Our 
own struggles to have the right of parents to educate their 
children implemented make us aware of the necessity of 
defending all human rights everywhere. Questions of 
racial injustice which touch our‘own parish members make 
us appreciate better the bitter discriminations because of 
race which are exercised in some other parts of the world. 

But we need not go far afield for this: the attitude of 
prejudice and discrimination against the Negro, particularly, 
in this country, is a source of hatred and misunderstanding 
on the part of other countries, particularly in Asia and 
Africa, for the United States. 
to peaceful cooperation. 


It thus becomes a deterrent 
The parish can contribute not only 
to the realization of justice in our country by promoting 
racial tolerance in the community, but through this very 
act, strengthen international trust, good will, cooperation 
and peace. 


The above examples are only a few indications of the many 
aspects of world problems and world organization which 
touch parish life or can be affected by it. The world is really 
one world—God’s world—and your parish and mine are 
vitally concerned to save that world for God. The specifi 
means to this end which are open to the parish as an entity 

are those of Catholic Action—prayer, study, action. 


The first means involves the strengthening of our spiritual 
life, individually and as a parish. Through our own 
sanctification and the spiritual strength of the parish we 
strengthen our community and the world. Prayer and 
penance are an indispensable means to this end, as Our 
Blessed Mother has repeatedly revealed 


In many parishes there have been novenas for the express 
purpose of praying for God’s help to attain and maintain 
peace on earth. Parish societies, the Sodalities, the Holy 
Name or the Parish Councils, could constitute as a year 
around program, attendance at Mass and receiving Com- 
munion on the first Saturday of each month in fulfilment 
of Our Lady's request at Fatima. The block rosary or radio 
rosary could be promoted by your parish for the intentions 
of peace 


The prerequisite of any action is knowledge of the 


problems and principles involved. The best way to obtain 
a good understanding of the questions involved in inter 
national affairs is through parish study clubs, discussion 
groups, forums and lectures. The parish Councils of 
Catholic Men and Catholic Women, as well as the C.Y.O., 
can receive detailed suggestions from their National Councils 
International Relations Committees. The Papal Peace 
Program, enunciated in the encyclicals and discourses of the 
Popes, should be studied for the moral principles of inter 
national life. To relate world problems to the day-to-day 
life and interests of parish members, farmers could ‘talk on 
the problems with which the Food and Agriculture Organ 
ization deals, doctors on the World Health Organization, 
Catholic educators on what the UN is trying to do to 
eliminate illiteracy and to promote international understand 
ing. The mission magazines, talks by missionaries, foreign 
students and displaced persons who are in the parish should 
be utilized to enlarge the understanding of happenings in 
other lands in relation to the parish interests and potentials 
The parish groups should be in intimate contact with other 
parish groups and through Diocesan Councils, with the 
National Councils of Catholic Men, Women and Youth, in 
order to give solidarity to Catholic knowledge and thinking 
on these vital matters. Through these national groups 
they will be united to international groups throughout the 
world. The knowledge gained by such study should be 
shared with the community through the participation of 
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individual members in other groups, through articles in 
the local press, and other means of making opinion known. 

Cooperation of parish units in the work of the Catholic 
Resettlement Counciis to settle displaced persons and other 
victims of persecution in Europe; cooperation with War 
Relief Services-N.C.W.C. in relief for Korea or for the 
victims of war and persecution elsewhere; cooperation with 
the Society for the Propagation of the Faith in educating and 
maintaining missionaries and their people, are specific types 
of action to help understanding and peace, and these are 
particularly suited to parish life. 

But all the principles and knowledge gained through the 
means of parish activity must be applied by the individual 
members through the example of their own relations and 
in the wide field of public lite through the vote and through 
other means of influencing government officials. If all 
Catholics knew the right principles and acted upon them in 
public life the world could be transformed. The parish is 
the primary school for this potentiality. 


QUESTIONS 


Why should your parish be interested in the international 
general welfare? 


What can your parish do to combat international com- 
munism ? 


Can you see any relation direct or indirect between the 
work of the UN and your own parish life or any indi- 
vidual parish anywhere? Discuss. 


How can your parish help to attain world peace? 


What are you doing and planning to do to assure that 
you and your parish are making your very best contribu- 
tion to the establishment and maintenance of the ‘Peace 
of Christ in the Kingdom of Christ’’? 
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Three New N.C.W.C. Publications 


CATHOLIC YOUTH DIRECTORY. The deep interest of the 
Church in youth activity is demonstrated in this newly issued 
volume detailing Catholic Youth activity in the U.S. Includes 
names of organizations by dioceses, names and addresses 
of directors, statement of aims and activities, staffs, mem- 
bership, publications, etc. 123 p. $1.00 

RELIGIOUS QUESTION IN SPAIN. A perennial charge in 
the press and in private discussion is that in Catholic Spain 
there is no religious freedom for Protestants. Facts to refute 
the allegation are given in this pamphlet by the well known 
authority on Spain, Richard Pattee. 60 p. 50¢ 
PROCEEDINGS, SECOND NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
CATHOLIC YOUTH WORK. the best current 
teaching and practice in this important field. 173 p. $3.00 
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Holy fear Student Pilgrimage Value Appraised 


4“ STRONGER and more effective Catholic influence in 

student life, national and snternational’’—This is one 
of the purposes of the National Federation of Catholic 
College Students as stated in the Preamble to its constitu 
tion. In order to more directly fulfill this aim of Catholic 
youth, the NFCCS established its Overseas Service Program 
Under its auspices, the Student Pilgrimage, one of the 
greatest opportunities ever offered to college 
taken advantage of this summer by over 2500 members of 
Catholic and non-Catholic colleges and universities through- 
out the country. This was the largest trip to Rome from 
any place in the world during the Holy Year, sponsored 
jointly by the NFCCS and the Newman Club Federation 


students, was 


The influences of this trip on the pilgrims were many. 
Among the most outstanding was the strengthening of 
apostolic zeal in every student. Not only was this 
growth present in every phase of the trip itself, but 
also continues to influence student groups now that they 
have returned to their With this ex- 
pansion of mind and soul came a more vivid realization 
of the national and international, as well as the intrinsic 
and extrinsic, facets of the lay apostolate. 


various Campuses 


The national influence took the form of a resolution 
in the minds of the pilgrims. Twenty-five hundred stu 
dents heard Pope Pius XII say to them under the dome 
of St. Peter's, “We give our blessing to you, to your 
families, and to all your loved ones.’ Twenty-five hundred 
pilgrims could look around them and see thousands of 
people from all over the world gathered there for the 
same purpose, to pay homage to Our Holy Father. In one 
great moment, there came an awakening to the full mean 
ing of the universality of the Church. In that realization, 
all their love of God and of the Church was mult plied 
With this greater insight came, too, a tinge of regret that not 
all are equally as affected by the Catholic Church. From 
this experience arose a compelling resolution to bring more 
people to an awareness of our beloved Church 


Other influences strengthened this desire. The students 
saw Assisi, Lourdes and Oberammergau. As one looked at 
the statue of Saint Francis, with its continuing miracle of 
the doves, at the thornless rose bush in the nearby garden, 
at the evidence of present day miracles at the Basilica in 
Lourdes, from all of these comes an increase of faith, as 
well as a desire for action. In the Passion Play at Ober- 
ammergau is represented the motivation and stimulation of 
all apostolic activity, the life and death of Jesus Christ. 

All these influences of the Old World were a contribution 
to the personal and spiritual development of zeal in the 
student pilgrims, a zeal which now motivates their actions 
in their own nation. 

Extrinsically, the Pilgrims participated in activities which 
influenced the Old World. One of the highlights of the 
three tours was an International Catholic Youth Demon- 
stration held at the Colosseum in Rome on August 20 
Five thousand youth from the United States, Germany, and 
Italy filled the candlelit ruins, and in Latin (the universality 
ever present) recited the Apostoles’ Creed and the Rosary. 
His Excellency Archbishop Richard J. Cushing addressed 
the students in English, and his sermon was immediately 
translated into the other tongues 

Many of the pilgrims attended the Pax Romana World 
Congress in Holland before leaving Europe. At this 
Inter-Federal Assembly, students participated in the inter- 
national movement of Catholic students by taking positive 
action to assist refugee students. 

As individuals, each tourist represented more to the natives 
of the many countries than an American alone. To them, 
the student pilgrims were an example of individual sacri- 
fices made to visit and to honor their “home’’, universal 
Rome, and their common father, Pope Pius XII. Thus, in 
a silent but significant way, each of the travelers did his 
part in influencing student life in Europe, and Europe, in 
eturn, has permanently influenced their future lives.—Paula 
Sue Burns, Chairman, Travel Committee, Overseas 


Program, NFCCS 


Service 
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-9—NaTIONAL CATHOLIC CEMETERY CONFERENCI 


ASSOCIATION FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE 


, Calendar of Scheduled Catholic Meetings and Events 


1950 


2-6—NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES—4O0th annual convention, Washington, D. C. (Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul annual convention will be held in conjunction with the Catholic Charities meeting. ) 


FEDERATION—Gulf States Province convention, New Orleans, La 
3-6-—-APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA—annual meeting, Washington, D. C. 


provincial convention, Cincinnati, Ohio 


3rd annual conference, Buffalo, New York 


10-12—-NATIONAL NEWMAN CLUB FEDERATION—Ohio Valley Province, Lexington, Ky. 


annual conference, Washington, D. C. 


NEWMAN CLuB FEDERATION—New England Province convention, Durham, N. H 
CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DoctriNE—regional congress, Portland, Me. 

December, 1950 
ninth annual meeting, Chicago, III 


SocilETY—12th annual convention, Chicago, Ill 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL 
CATHOLIC MEN 


New Executive Secretary 
Catholic Knights of St 
George—Radio Schedules 





NEWLY APPOINTED EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


O*. October 4, Stewart Lynch, president of the 
National Council of Catholic Men, at an assem- 
bly of the staff of the N.C.C.M., announced that 
Martin H. Work had been appointed Executive Secre- 
tary to succeed James S. Mitchell. Mr. Mitchell has 
resigned to become associate executive director of 
Associated Services for the Armed Forces, with head- 
quarters in New York. He thus returns in an overall 
administrative position to the work for the serviceman, 
which claimed his services during World War II. 

Since 1948 Mr. Work has been program director 
for the National Catholic Community Service, and 
during World War II as a radio and advertising 
executive, headed up six hundred overseas stations 
broadcasting to men in the Armed Forces. A radio 
producer as well as writer, Mr. Work has been the 
head of a university radio speech and drama depart- 
ment, has supervised production of network shows 
and been a national sales manager. 

He served with the N.C.C.S. as a radio consultant 
as early as 1941 but was released for service as a 
civilian consultant to the Army in 1942 and helped 
organize the Armed Forces Radio Service. 


Prior to service with the N.C.C.S. in 1941, Mr. 
Work was awarded, cum laude, the degree of Bachelor 
ot Arts at Loyola University, Los Angeles, in 1937; 
and in 1938 received his M.A., magna cum laude, 
trom the University of Southern California. He was 
commissioned a first lieutenant in 1943 and major in 
1945, at which time he was designated commanding 
officer of AFRS. 

Last year he spent five months in Europe as a con- 
sultant for the American Military Government in 
Germany, surveying religious broadcasts there and in 
other countries. He is a consultant to the National 
Security Resources Board on radio, television and 
motion pictures; one of the founders of the Catholic 
Film and Radio League, of which he is vice-president, 
and belongs to the Catholic Association of Broadcast- 
ers. He has lent his talent to the production of 
several Catholic radio programs over the years 


N.C.C.M. extends a warm welcome to its new 
executive secretary, at the same time it regretfully 
accepts Mr. Mitchell's resignation. 


CATHOLIC KNIGHTS OF ST. GEORGE 


r HE Catholic Knights of St. George is one of the 
T affiliates of the National Council of 
Catholic Men, having first established its con 
nection on May 1, 1926 
The order was founded in 1881 in Pittsburgh for 


oldest 


the purpose of consolidating many smaller societies 


scattered throughout the area. From a small begin 


ning it now embraces approximately twenty thousand 
Catholic men with branches in the 


Union, the majority of which 


seven states of 
are in Pennsylvania 
The purpose of the Knights of St. George is first 
of all, to promote works of Catholic Action and to 
assist materially in the support of the Church, school 
and Catholic 


sick benefits, and has the distinction of being the 


endeavors. It provides life insurance 
only Catholic fraternity maintaining a Home for its 
aged and indigent members 

The Home ts at Wellsburg, West Virginia, on a 


plot of six hundred acres, one of the beauty spots of 
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the Ohio Valley. It is staffed by the Missionary 
Sisters of the Most Sacred Heart and has its own 
resident chaplain. 

The laws of the society provide that it must be 
under the spiritual guidance of the pastor of the 
parish where a branch ts located. 
the approbation of the bishop 


And it must have 


The Order was singularly honored in 1922 when 
the then reigning Holy Father, Pope Pius XI, ap- 
pointed for it a Cardinal Protector and granted the 
members and their friends a special indulgence for 
This has been renewed by Pius XII. 
The Order has always taken an active part in pro- 
Catholic and is affiliated with 
national organizations whose object:ve is the safe- 
guarding and promotion of Catholic interests. It is 
a member of the ninety-five year old Catholic Central 
Verein 


Bishop Hugh C. 


seven years 


moting activities 


Boyle of Pittsburgh, is spiritual 


CATHOLIC ACTION 
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advisor of the Knights, with John Eibeck and Joseph 
Porta, both of Pittsburgh, supreme president and 
supreme secretary, respectively. 


ONE WAY TO KEEP INFORMED 


The National Council of Catholic Men is a service 
agency for organizations of Catholic men throughout 
the country. 

One of its services is its monthly bulletin Catholic 
Men. In it ate found news items about organizations 
of Catholic men, articles on topics of special Catholic 
interest and ‘“‘How-to-do-it” articles on practical works 
in the apostolate. The subscription price is $1.00 
per year. 

Local groups of men may affiliate with N.C-C.M 
for $10 per year. Of the $10 enough 1s set aside 
to cover a year’s subscription to Catholic Men as 
well as a year's subscription to Catholic Action 

Bulk lots of Catholic Men are oftered at $2 pet 
hundred or $15 per thousand, plus postage 

As a special service to all the men of the parish, a 
large number of Holy Name Societies, or other 
groups throughout the country, are distributing 
Catholic Men to all men in church on a designated 
Sunday every month, usually Holy Name Sunday 

Likewise, many Knights of Columbus Councils 
and Assemblies, and other organizations, are dis 
tributing Catholic Men once a month to all members 
at meetings. 

This service is valuable to the men of the partsh 
and to members of organizations because the news 
stories and special articles in Catholic Men help to 
keep them well informed about activities of organiza- 
tions of Catholic men throughout the land and up 
to date in regard to current public questions of special 
importance 

In addition the ‘“How-to-do-it'’ articles on im 
portant and interesting works in the apostolate ac 
tually being done now by groups of Catholic men, 
just like yours, are an incentive to go out and do 
likewise. 

Orders may be sent to N.C.C.M. 1312 Mass. Ave., 
N.W., Washington 5, D. ¢ 


LAYMEN’S RETREAT HOUSE 


According to a list published September 1 by the 
National Catholic Laymen’s Retreat Conference, there 
are 149 retreat houses in 41 of the states and the 
District of Columbia. The exceptions are Arizona, 
Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Nevada, North Dakota and 
Tennessee. The list appeared isa supplement to the 
October issue of the Bulletin, official publication of 
the NCLR¢ 


The Bulletin states that there are two locations in 


the Middle West for retreats for married couples 


November, 1950 


At Cedar Falls, Iowa, such a retreat was held in 
September, with sixty couples in attendance. It is 
conducted once a year. At Conception, Missouri, the 
Benedictine monks have provided small houses for 
this type of retreat. The couples stay in the houses 
and the conferences and religious exercises are held 
in the church at Conception Abbey. The retreatants 
are urged to attend the liturgical functions of the 
monks Retreats are conducted every week-end with 
advance reservations necessary. 

If you would like to know the name and address 
ot the retreat house nearest you drop a line to 
N.C.C.M. headquarters 


RADIO SCHEDULES FOR NOVEMBER 


Catholic Hour: (NBC, Sundays, 2:00 p.m., EST) 
Father Edmund D. Benard of the Catholic University 
ot America, returns for another of his very popular 
series of talks—this time entitled, “Hope and the 
Voyager.” The series will discuss the virtue of hope 
The choir will be the St. Philip Neri Choristers, of 
the Bronx, N.Y. (except Nov. 19) under James 
Welch 

On Nov. 19th the entire Catholic Hour broadcast 
will originate from Covington, Kentucky, in connec 
tion with the opening of the Covington Catholic In 
dustrial Conference sponsored by Bishop William T 
Mulloy 


Hour of Faith: (ABC, Sundays, 11:30 a.m., EST) 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Frederick G. Hochwalt, director of 
the N.C.W.C. Department of Education, on ‘The 
Duties of Christian ¢ itizenship.”’ 


Faith in Our Time: (MBS, Thursday, 10:15 a.m., 
EST) “Spurs tor the Journey” by Father Howard 
Rafferty. Talks will cover various helps the Faith 


offers to aid men in their life on earth 





Be on the alert for 


ALERT! 


e@ A 2 page supplement to 


CATHOLIC MEN 


@ Containing last minute news briefs 


of special interest to you 


@ Starting with the next issue of 


CATHOLIC MEN 
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Month by Month with the N.C. W.C. 


Bishop FitzMaurice of Wilmington 
Made Assistant at Pontifical Throne 


His Holiness Pope Pius XII has honored His Excellency, 
The Most Reverent Edmond J. FitzMaurice, Bishop of Wil- 
mington, on the Silver Jubilee of his consecration, with the 
title of Assistant to the Pontifical Throne. The title is 
conferred in appreciation of his episcopal labors during 
those years. 


NCCS Expands to Meet 
Needs of Increasing U. S. Armed Forces 


Four new clubs will be opened by the National Catholic 
Community Service to care for reactivated or expanded 
military posts in the United States. These will be at Pitts- 
burg, Calif.; El Paso, Texas; Morganfield, Ky.; and New 
Bern, N. C. 

Additional staff is being assigned also to existing clubs 
where the military impact has definitely increased because 
of expansion of the defense forces. 

NCCS has recruited, with the approval of the Bishops 
of the respective dioceses, more than 800 Catholic lay men 
and women to represent NCCS on Associated Services for 
the Armed Forces Committees. These committees work with 
the local Community Chest to secure funds for the ASAF, 
and represent ASAF and its member agencies locally tn 
regard to needs of the military personnel stationed in their 
area. They also have the responsibility of keeping ASAF 
headquarters, or its member agencies, informed as to chang- 
ing conditions and new needs. 


First Editor of CATHOLIC ACTION 
Dies in Hartford, Conn. 


Michael Williams, the editor of CATHOLIC ACTION in 
its earliest years—1919 and 1920 when it was known as the 
National Catholic War Council Bulletin—died on October 
12 in Hartford, Conn., following a long illness. 

He was born in Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 1877, and has 
spent his life in newspaper reporting, editing, specal 
assignments and free lance writing in both the Catholic and 


secular field. His writings include a number of books on 
religious subjects. 

Mr. Williams was editor of CATHOLIC ACTION only 
one full year, for in the middle of 1920 he was released to 
write the history of the National Catholic War Council— 
‘American Catholics in the War.’ While on the staff of the 
N.C.W.C., Mr. Williams also served as assistant director of 
the N.C.W.C. News Service. 

He later became president of The Calvert Associates, an 
organization devoted to the promotion of religious liberty 
and in 1924 founded The Commonweal. 

May his soul rest in peace. 


War Relief Services—-N.C.W.C. 
Continues to Meet Pressing Overseas Needs 


The most recent area of war relief need is Korea. As the 
first American voluntary agency to answer the appeal from 
the unified command of the United Nations forces in Korea, 
War Relief Services-N.C.W.C. has shipped 326,690 pounds 
of clothing, shoes, blankets, bedding, soap, medical supplies 
and other needed items, valued at $347,957. Further ship- 
ments will follow. 


Working with the diocesan directors of the National 
Catholic Resettlement Council, arrangemens have been made 
through War Relief Services-N.C.W.C. here and in Ger- 
many to bring to this country at least 220 “hard core’’ cases 
of DP’s for homes with the Little Sisters of the Poor in San 
Francisco and Oakland, Calif., Denver and Boston. It is 
hoped to settle 500 of these cases in coming months before 
the close of operations of IRO and the expiration date of 
the U. S. Displaced Persons Law 

The “hard core” of the DP’s are those who are aged, 
blind, crippled or otherwise physically handicapped. Certain 
of these, of course, are not eligible for entry into the United 
States. 

The Little Sisters of the Poor in France, Belgium and 
Great Britain already are caring for some 1200 aged refugees 
rescued from the misery of DP camps 








CATHOLIC ACTION — MontuHiy PusLicaTion OF THE 


“We bave grouped together, under the National Catb- 
olic Welfare Conference, the various agencies by which 
the cause of religion is furthered. Each of these, contin- 
uing its own special work in its chosen field, will now 
derive additional support through general cooperation.” 

From the 1919 Pastoral Letter of the 

Archbishops and Bishops of the U.$ 


OFFICERS OF THE 
N.C.W.C. ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 


Most Rev. Francis P. Keough, Archbishop of Baltimore, vice 
chairman of the Administrative Board and episcopal chairman 
of the Department of Education; Most Rev. John Mark Gannon, 
Bishop of Erie, treasurer of the Administrative Board; Most 
Rev. John F. Noll, Bishop of Fort Wayne, secretary of the 
Administrative Board; Most Rev. Robert E. Lucey, Archbishop 
of San Antonio, episcopal chairman of the Department of Lay 
Organizations; Most Rev. Richard J. Cushing, Archbishop of 
Boston, episcopal chairman of the Youth Department; Most 
Rev. Joseph E. Ritter, Archbishop of St. Louis, episcopal chair 
man of the Department of Catholic Action Study; Most Rev 
Patrick A. O' Boyle, Archbishop of Washington, episcopal chair 


NATIONAL CATHOLIC WELFARE CONFERENCE 


man of the Department of Social Action; Most Rev. Emmet 
M. Walsh, Coadjutor Bishop of Youngstown, episcopal chair- 
man of the Legal Department; and Most Rev. Michael J 
Ready, Bishop of Columbus, episcopal chairman of the Press 
Department. 


RicHt Rev. Mscr. Howarp J. Carrot, §.T.D 
Genera! Secretary 
Very Rev. Mscr. Pau F. TANNER 
Assistant General Secretary 


Very Rev. Mscr. Paut F 
Editor 

Epitn H. JARBOE 

Assistant Editor 
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Opinions expressed in articles published in this magazine are 
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to be reearded as the ectit niributors. They do 
not mecessarily carry with them the formal approval of the Ad 
Board, National Cathe 


re of the rect ive 


‘1c Welfare Conference 











